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School
Characteristics:

Hercules High School is located at 1900 Refugio Valley Road in Hercules, California. The
location is shared with a middle school and a high school with the administrative complex and
library separating the two sides. The school was originally established in August, 2001 as a 6-12
educational institution.  In June, 2013, the WCCUSD Board approved Hercules High School as a
4 year comprehensive high school serving 9 - 12th grades.
The current school enrollment is 800 which includes 210 seniors.  Hercules High School offers a
college preparatory program including 12 AP and 2 Honors courses.

Student Body: Hercules High School reflects the community’s rich cultural diversity.   Our gender make up is
52% male, 48% female.  The student ethnicity make up is: 22% African American; 21% Asian;
28% Filipino; 22% Hispanic/Latino; 5.5% Caucasian, and the remaining 1.5% Native
Hawaiian/Pacific Islander, Am. Indian/Alaskan, or declined to choose.  Approximately 2% of our
high school students are English Language Learners; 42% qualify for free or reduced lunch. The
student/counselor ratio is 400:1.

Community
Characteristics:

The city of Hercules is located in the western portion of Contra Costa County along the I-80
corridor that runs through the San Francisco Bay Area. The city of Hercules is within twenty five
miles east of San Francisco, ten miles North of Berkely, and sixty-five miles West of Sacramento
The current population of Hercules is 25,500.   The city continues to expand with additional
housing units and a safeway/gas station complex all under current construction. As the city
expands, it still maintains an abundance of open space giving it a country/suburban feeling.

School
Programs:

● Hercules High School students have the opportunity to concurrently enroll in Contra Costa,
Diablo Valley, or other Community College courses.

● Students are encouraged to start or join one or more of the many clubs on campus.
Clubs include:  Interact, Kiwanis, JSA, BSU, GSA, Mock Trial, Robotics, MESA.

● Award winning music programs include: Orchestra and Advanced Orchestra, Symphonic
Band and Concert Choir.

● Hercules High School offers two Career Technical Education (CTE) pathways including
Computer Science and Medical Careers.  The Computer Science pathway includes courses
in Computer Programming, Cyber Security, AP Computer Science Principles, and AP
Computer Science A.  The Medical Careers pathway includes courses in Medical Careers,
Anatomy and Physiology, and Rehabilitation Therapies/Sports Medicine.

● In addition, HHS offers 12 Advanced Placement (AP) courses that expand over all core
departments. AP courses are college-level courses that follow CollegeBoard curriculum.

Athletics: All athletic teams participate in the CIF,  North Coast Section Tri-County Athletic League
(TCAL).  Team/Individual sports include: Badminton (B/G), Basketball (B/G),
Cross-country (B/G), Football (B), Golf (B/G), Soccer (B/G), Swimming (B/G), Water
Polo (B/G), Volleyball (B/G), Tennis (B/G), Track and Field B/G), and Wrestling (B/G).



COVID-19: ***Due to COVID-19, instruction for the current year is 100% remote Distance Learning.  The
distance learning bell schedule is a modified block that splits a 7 period day into two separate
schedules. Monday/Wednesday has 4 55 minute periods assigned and Tuesday/Thursday has 3
55 minute periods assigned. with classes held on Monday - Thursday. Each Friday is dedicated to
homeroom/advisory period and asynchronous instruction for all students and professional
development for all staff. There are two 18-week semesters, August 17, 2020 through June 5th,
2021. ***Due to COVID-19 the grading scale for Spring 2020 was Pass/NoMark, with Pass
indicating the equivalent of a C- or higher and the NoMark indicating the equivalent of a D+
or lower. The re-opening of the 2020-21 school year returns to the traditional A-F grading
scale.

Graduation Requirements:
Students must earn a minimum of 225 credits, specified by category below.  Five units per semester are
granted in all courses when a passing grade of D- or above is earned.

Course Requirements Include:

English 4 years 40 credits
Mathematics 3 years 30 credits
Life Science 1 year 10 credits
Physical Science 1 year 10 credits
US History 1 year 10 credits
Amer Gov’t/Economics 1 year 10 credits
World History 1 year 10 credits
Physical Education 2 years 20 credits
Foreign Language 1 year 10 credits
Visual/Performing Arts 1 year 10 credits
Electives 65 credits
TOTAL 225 credits

Grading: 4 Point Scale

Letter grades are assigned a numerical value:
A= 4 B=3 C=2 D=1 F=0

Letter grades in Honors and AP Courses are
assigned a numerical value of:
A=5 B=4 C=3 D=1 F=0

Letter grades follow the designation:
90 – 100 = A 80 – 89 = B 70 – 79 = C
60 – 69 = D 0 – 59 = F

The lowest passing grade is a D-. The cumulative GPA is the average of all courses since the beginning of the
ninth grade, including non-college preparatory classes, such as PE.  Honors courses are designated [H] and
Advanced Placement courses are designated [AP].  College preparatory courses are indicated on the
transcript with a “P” and meet the University of California A-G requirements.  Plus and Minus signs appear on
the transcript but are not used in computing grade point averages.  Final transcripts reflect weighted and
unweighted averages. AP, Honors and some community college courses are assigned an extra grade point for
C or better work. Class rank is computed by the weighted GPA of 10th-11th grades.

Honors and Advanced Placement
Courses are open to all who meet prerequisites, which may include prior grades, College Board AP Potential
data, and/or teacher recommendations.  The following courses are offered in 2020-2021

French 4(H)
Spanish 4(H)
AP Calculus A/B
AP Biology
AP Computer Science Principles
AP Computer Science A
AP English Language and Composition

AP English Literature and Composition
AP Government & Politics of the US
AP Psychology
AP Spanish Language
AP Studio 2D Art
AP US History
AP World History

Post Graduation
Approximately 32% of our graduates go on to attend 4-year colleges, ~60% attend 2-year/community colleges.
Our previous graduates self reported the following colleges and universities that they will be attending:

California State University
(multiple campuses)
Dominican University
Grambling University
Howard University
Loyola Marymount University

Saint Mary's College of California
Santa Clara University
Savannah College of Art and Design
Spelman College
University of California
(all 9 undergraduate campuses)

University of Nevada, Las Vegas
University of the Pacific
University of Pennsylvania
Xavier University of Louisiana
Yale


